
 

 
 

Call from the Greens/EFA to Commissioner Vassiliou   
 
The Greens/EFA organized in the European Parliament on 28 June 2011 a conference on artists and 
social inclusion. The speakers included representatives from cultural platforms such as Culture 
Action Europe, The International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation and Banlieues d'Europe, but also 
from cultural projects such as Blaumeier, Image Aiguë, Bunker, and artists such as Ahmed El Attar, 
Toni Casalonga and Jordi Herreguela. 
 
Following this conference, here are the considerations the Greens/EFA would like Commissioner 
Vassiliou to take into account while designing culture programmes for 2014-2020:  
 

1/ For twenty years in Europe, many artists have undertaken projects involving marginalised 
people, people living in or at the risk of poverty at school, in prison, on the street, in suburbs 
and other areas where communication has been distorted. Where sense of belonging 
disappears, artists can give impulses for new models of co-habitation and togetherness for 
intercultural groups, in transforming the local environment.  
 
2/ The EU 2020 Strategy calls for sustainable development and smart growth. Yet, at a time of 
drastic public budget cuts in Member States, the arts and culture sectors are being seriously 
challenged. Their very existence is endangered locally and nationally, while their capacity to 
sustain and develop their commitment to Europe reduced to a great extent. At the European 
level, we must defend and promote public investment in the arts and culture sectors, as a 
stability factor, at all levels of governance across Europe - with a keen attention to local, 
regional and national policies which are fundamental preconditions to the development of a 
rich and accessible cultural life.  
 
4/ The proposed increase in the funding for culture in the next EU budget 2014-2020 should be 
translated into design of a new programme which supports all actors within cultural ecology 
paradigm; taking into account their different operational environments: from profit to non-for-
profit organisations, from associations to big institutions – in order to enhance the sector’s 
potential (and its contribution to social inclusion) rather than to limit it to its economic 
dimension only. 

 
5/ The arts and culture sectors are navigating between different fields (public funding; market 
economy; social economy; community actions; education; skills and knowledge development, 
cultural diversity and interculturality; individual and collective development and the opening of 
public spaces), that allow them to try new ways to work in partnership with other sectors.  We 
support the efforts of the DG Culture and Education to find the right paths of communication in 
convincing their colleagues of other sectors of the importance of the arts. And give thereby the 
model to act for Member States in their own policy making.  

 
6/ Transnational mobility of persons must be enhanced so as to improve circulation of works, 
formal and informal networking, peer learning, training and capacity building. Greater 
attention should be given as well to projects and initiatives aimed at improving access to 
information on mobility and lifting all financial, regulatory, and administrative barriers to 
mobility. As capacity building is one of the main targets for Europe 2020, the idea of setting up 
a cultural Erasmus Mundus programme for professionals from the cultural sector should be 
explored as well.  


